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LIFE OF LUXURY

Meet the two interior designers from Chepstow that can make any home a castle
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DYNAMIC DOUBLE
ACT OF DESIGN

Stephen Johnson talks to the duo behind Hoi Interiors, close friends Abbie Roberts
and Helen Avoth, who deliver East-meets-West style with bespoke furnishings

C

lose friends Abbie Roberts
and Helen Avoth launched
Hoi Interiors in 2014. Setting
up a business together was
the most natural thing and
Abbie laughed “each day is so
much fun, it’s not like work at all!”
They felt that their passion for interior
design was a natural progression when
their respective skills and expertise were
taken into account. Helen had worked for
herself in the property industry for over 25
years, while Abbie was a project manager
for a large construction company and
qualified with excellence from the National
Design Academy.
For the first three years they described
the growth of Hoi as “exciting” adding “we
started to build via word of mouth and our
business started to grow.” Their most recent
project has been the most exciting of all…
“and we have been firing on all cylinders ever
since. It’s been pretty full on,” said Abbie.
The project in question was for a local
businessman who was looking to relocate
from Cardiff. He had bought a five-bedroom

‘We were lucky enough
to be able to work
on some exciting
and unique rooms
on this project’
tired 1990s barn conversion, which came
with a number of outbuildings, tucked away
in the Gloucestershire countryside, and chose
Hoi Interiors to transform the barn, and
subsequently the outbuildings, into a very
special family home.
“We were lucky enough to be able to
work on some exciting and unique rooms
on this project, with the creation of a totally
bespoke cinema room. The main house was
completed in November, but there were other
outbuildings at the property. One used to be
a five-car garage, which we transformed into a
home gym and a Trackman golf simulator.”
No part of the project missed out
on the ‘Hoi magic’, as Abbie and Helen

embarked on what would be one of their
largest projects to date and fully immersed
themselves, along with their team of highly
skilled craftsmen and tradespeople.
“With the scale of the job being so large, it
had to be broken down into bite-size pieces,
working room by room and with the client
throughout the duration of the project. But,
to be honest, he said that he loved our visuals,
ideas and the furniture and soft furnishings
we had proposed and told us to just go ahead
and run with it.
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“We were able to be really creative in
designing unique contemporary furniture
and furnishings and had extensive joinery
and cabinetry works fitted throughout to
maximise usage and to give our client the
‘understated yet timeless feel’ they wanted.
We had total free rein to execute our Hoi
interiors aesthetic.”
What is it like to shoulder the
responsibility of spending a great deal of
other people’s money? “It takes meticulous
planning. We place great importance and
commitment on building strong client
relationships. This last year has been
incredible in terms of business and how
we have grown and how we have been
able to give so much employment to local
businesses.”

T

hroughout the project Abbie
and Helen have done their best
to ensure that the best local
companies have been brought
on board, from plumbers
to craftsmen commissioned to make the
bespoke furniture.
Helen, describing the finished look, said:
“A neutral, calming colour palette creates flow
throughout, with accents of ink blue in the
family rooms and tranquil taupes appearing in
the bedrooms.
Layers of luxurious materials such as
polished silver nickel brassware in the master
en-suite along with honed marble vanity units
make for a truly luxurious space. “Executing
our signature East-meets-West style by
incorporating oriental antique finds with
bespoke furnishings gives the client a unique
interior.”
Following such an intense period where
they have been totally immersed in this
one project, both Helen and Abbie have
come out the other side excited and ready
to take on future projects. Abbie said:
“As designers we feel that it would be a
mistake for us to believe there is nothing
left to learn. Working together is a dream
come true for us, working with a great team
every single day and getting really stuck in,
expands our knowledge. Laughing, Abbie
said: “I feel I could now probably do a full
electrical rewiring of a house myself. We
have been hands-on throughout the project.
We are fortunate to work alongside so many
respected trades and we continue to absorb
as much information as we possibly can. I
can confidently say that Helen and I can
take on similar, or bigger projects, with such
a great team of contractors and craftsmen
working alongside us.” And they will not have
to wait long to put their skills and experience
to the test, with a number of “really exciting
projects” coming up. “We have some great
things in the pipeline. There is another large
barn conversion and we are bringing an
architect on board for a design and build. We
have also been asked to design show homes
for developers. These projects are exciting,
and it’s one of our greatest compliments that
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‘We were able to
be really creative in
designing unique
contemporary furniture
and furnishings’

clients are keen to work with us.”
The long-term goal for the company is to
become further established and work with
clients across the UK and further afield.
In their approach to design, Hoi Interiors
are always looking to be creative and their
personalised service allows them to do
just that. “Yes, it has to be beautiful,” said
Abbie, “and it must fit in with the client’s
lifestyle, but we deliver a look that will stand
the test of time. We don’t follow trends, we
have our own unique style, the Hoi Interiors

style. It is an organic, curated approach.
We look for the unusual and are able to
commission bespoke furniture and artwork.
We are turning into a personalised nation
and with increased expectations, clients
are hiring Hoi Interiors to create not only
great interiors, but a lifestyle. It is a one-off
design and highly personalised service that
we deliver, and in that respect, it is a timeless
design.” L
hoiinteriors.com

